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THE RIVAL PREACHERS.

Rev. Jehosaphat Hobbs Has a Dife
floulty with Brother Strawfoot.

Wew They Liassted Over the Funersl Sers
mon—-Mighty Dalngs Hefore the
Licker Was Spilt.

lCOrYRIGHT, 180,

%

far ree
rugrrod

one in the
A moved and
community of ‘Possum Trot was hottoer
known or more highly respeeted thap

Old Cado Minks. e had never held
offioe, had nover killed any one, had
never been dirpetor general at the
hanging of a horse-thief, and had never
attempted any sort of sovial reform,
and yot ho was placed upon a high hill
of osteom. Dut thero was a reason for
this.  Old Cado owned a distillery.  He
made the blazing apple-brindy and the
colorloss whisky known as “‘white
mule,” and in that community money
may bo respected as a kind of side
show, but whisky is the cireus. A
wreath of tendor regard may surround
a fast horse, but a ehaplet of love is
placed apon the hrow of *“lieker.” No
wonder, thon, thet Ol Cado held so
warm & place in tho hearts of his coun

trymen,

Ono day the nelghborbood was pm-I
foundly stirred upon loarning that Cas|
do’s wifo was dead. What a positive
Joy 1t was for the women that went e
the house to offer thelr assistance; whiat
o pleasuro it was to the men that stood
about whittling the rail fones and cast
Ing anxfous glances toward the house
to see if Cado were coming with the jug.

When the thmo for the funeral came,
there arrlved two important chinractors,
parsons lolibs and Strawfoot. They
were not of thie conventional cloth, hav-
ing merely taken out exhorters’ Heonses
from the county court, which granted
thom the privilego of “whooping it up"
at camp meotings, but also giving them
the right, upon & pinch, to preasch
funcral sormons.

Hobbs was short and fat; Strawfoot
was tall and lean.  Hobls bellowed
whoen ho talked; Strawfoot wheezed like
& dry pump

“What did you come here for?

Hobbs asked, turning to Strawfoot.
comn hero to preach this here
funeral,” Steawfoot answoered.

“Wall, now, you may preach all yon
want, but you shan't put in your hooks
until I got throush. ™

oWo'll soe about that; I como hers
to preach this hore sarmon an' 'm go-
in' to do it or see 4 mighty plain resson
why writ up on the wall”

“Oh, don't you fret about the reason
It will bo weit plain enough.”

SThat mout s, but you kain't

i."
o pechon | lkin for | have weit o grood
many things In my I'voe  writ
things that would make you bat yo'
ayes.”

“Come, parsons,”™ sald an old man, |
leaving off his whittling and wdilress
ing the exhortors, “don’tglt it a jower

writn

i

hore, Old Cado is sore atfbicted, an® it
will toch him wmightily In the gulck 1o
goo you quarrellin® as to who shall |
preach his wife's funoral, It don't muke |
no differcnce who preaches it so ive

WIHAT DID YoU CoME IERE Foir?

preached, an' 1 reckon one of you kin
preach It as well as the other,  Hush,
now, all hands.  Lere comes Cado wits
the jug.”

The old distillor gave each cager mae
adrink and then as he placed the jug
under a tree, remarkod:

“1 'lowed to myse'f just now thad
hearn somobody o jowerin®"

“You," Hobbs answered, it war Straw-
foot.”

“Heg yo' pardon,” said Strawfoot, it
war you. Brothor Cado, I como hore to
preach yo' wifo's funeral, but this feller
lows [ shan't.”

“What was that you called me?"”

“] didn’t eall you nothin', but I stand
here flat footed an’ say that 1 ain’t goin®
to be beat out of my jest rights by no
fiy up the creck. That's what | say.
You can't preach no how.'

*The deuce | can't I'll leave it to
the crowd if 1 can't preach all round

three times out of 0"

“Shucks, feller, I kin preach the socks
offen you."

“Ah, but you didn't do it down at the
spout spring. I foteh up three mourners
ap' you didn’t git none.”

“Oh, yos, you got three, but who was
they? One was yo' son-in-law an' the
other two was fellers that are courtin'
yo' gals, an’ repo't do say that you
yo' son-in-law—and a wus knock-

human critter | never seen—a

| plaster
| proach that funeral an’ git that licker,

side of bacon to go up.”’

“Hol® on now, parsons,”sald Cado, “Iy
don't make no diffunce who preaches
the funeral. Both of you kin preach
well enough an narry one of you kin
preach to hurt, so what is the use of
mowlin' about it.  To tell you hoth the
honest truth, 1 think Its leker you
want, which I am puffeckly willin® to
give, so the one that will agree not to
preach may huve this bore juz.”

Both moen made a lunge for the jug.
sljold on here," exclaimed Hobhs, “you
alr goin’ te preach the funeral™

SNo, you alr,” eried Strawfoot *Yon
have beon intendin' to do it longer than
1 have.  Gimime this Heker™

sWaon'v do it for its mine, 1 kaln't
presch as well as vou kin, an’ you know
"

O yes you kin
bald-headed any day
jug.”

“Hold on now, pursons—jest walt a
minit.  This ain't no way to act on such
an oceasion. | jest wanted o find out
the best preacher, so | kin git him todo
the work, for the man that do preach
the Word over my wife is goin' to git
fo' gallons of the best licker 've got.”

“I'm the best,” yelled Hobbs, turning
loose the jug

“No he ain't!™ nowled Strawfoot

“Thar 1t 1 agaln,' sald the old man.
SWe ain't no closer to asettlemont than
know It's a mighty
odd thing todo at a funeral, but I'ves
got a proposition to make.  Now, | like
both of you about the same and want
to do the far thing.  llow air youon the
rasslo?"”

SWhat do you mean by that?" Straw-
foor asked

“Why, | mean to give this funeral o
the man that kin fling the other one
down the best three outen flve.”

SHut tho folles would all declar us
hoathens if we was to do sich a thing,"
Hobbs protestod

“All right, then,
the preachin”

“No, | won't agree to that."

“Wall, then you'll hatter rassle.”

o ain't no rassler,” suld Strawfoot

You kin prosch me
Turn loose this

wo was ot fust. |

Let Strawfoot do

IT 18 NOT FAIR TO STICK AGIN THE WALL.

but [ nover

“1 ¥in run putty peart,
wonld rassle to do no good

AU rlght. then,  You'll hatter let
flobbs do the preachin' an' git the
Heker ™

“Ni I won't azree 1o that”

SALL elghiv, thien you will come to my
terms. "

1 belteve 1 ean throw you,™ lobbs
remarlkod, turning and looking, with a
sort of measuring cye, av the gaunt
Strawloot,

“Yes, you belleve agood many things
that ain't tede. 1 know how to handlo
such fellers as you aie. 1 uster roll baes
rels of sult.”

“Ah, ha! an' I uster eut hoop poles.”

SWall, T reckon yon  ale about ripe
for it now,” said Vade, “Come on out
hore in the lot se” we will soon fix it*

They went into a ot 1t was an oda
matel,  Oae fellow spoke of it as the
contest borweon the chiurn dasher and
the nail koeg.

“Reop vo' ey on yo' warp an' look
out for yo! B, Strawfoot roplied.
Hobbs fell on his back with a rosound-

ing “hiek'™ They went at it again,
and this time Hobls “thrashoed the
ground™ with Strawfool

SHold on” demandod old Cado, *1

| seo that you are oo well matehed, an’

we will thurfo” have to Loy it in another
We'll seo which one of you kin

way.
stand tho most.  Ab. hali, | have hit
the very thing, Doth of you go down
in that well out thar—the water ain't

knee deep—an’ oo whitch one kin stand
it the lonrest, an' the one that comes
out last may do the preschin’.™

Both wen soramblod down Into the
well  ““I'his water ain't no slouch,”
said Hobbs, teyving to stand on one foot

1 ain't felt nothin' colder sinee |1
war frost Lit,”" Strawfoot answered;
“hut 1 am goin’ to stick L our™

SAL right, 'm owith you. When It
comes o stickin', w'y 1 am a rogular
| have made up my mind to

an' I'm goin' to stay right hore™

“Yos, but let me twell you that yo'
shanks will be mighty cold befo' you
taste any of that licker. You'll need it,
I rockon, mo' than you ever needed any
thing in this world.™

About half an hour later Hobbs ex-
clatmed: **Obh, hold on thar, now. It
aln't far to stick agin the wall™

“*‘Any thing Is far when thar Is so
much at stake. Wush | could stick up
hers but 1 kain't. 1 wonder if a fat
man kin stand cold water botter than a
loan man kin, anyhow."™

“I don't know about that,” Hobbs ans-
wared. “but | do know that my shanks
air about friz | believe we was fools
to try sich a sperryment. Let's git out”

“You go on If you want ta."

“Oh, no. If | was ter, you would be
the last out an’ git the licker. Tell you
what's lot us do: You preach the funeral
an' we will divide the licker.”

“All right  Why didn't we think of
that befo.”

They climbed out and went to the
bouse. The place was deserted. They
looked at cach other and then, looking
down the road, saw the people coming
back from the burying-ground.

Ore P Rean.

MINT DIReCTOR LEECH,

HE IS INTERVIEWED BY CUR WASH-
INGTON CORRESPONDENT,

Iiteresting and Instructive Information
Iegarding the United
The Exesllonce of the Amervican

the Colns of

Stutes

Alloys ~Englund’s Antiguated #lint. |

[Spevial Correspondengs: |

WasiiseToy, June B30-~For 0 month or
more rongress has excited itself and inter
extinl the country with s ngitation of
allver. After listening to innumerable
apu hes on the llvall‘.'l.hl.lll.\' or the lhl“}ﬂ'r
of remonetization of the white metal, it |
wis un agrevable relief to go over to the |
treasury depurtment awd sit down and
tulk about silver and gold with one who
knows t e Tl'l'llllitllll' s will as the |Il'i!:l'l
ples of money making, and who nlso hing |
some ides of mssociating the fine arts with
the mechanieal operations  of colning.
Director of the Mint Leech is a man who
has grown up amid the jingle of eoin
Elghtern yeurs of service have only inten
siflsed hibs love for his profession, and ar
hoenr's conversation with hir is lke skim
ratnge the eream off two decadesof thought-
Al abservation of the money question. He
I8 At present very anxious Lo secure pas-
sigeee by congress of an act authorizing the |
dircctor of the mint to chinpge the designd |
of 1 nele Sam's colns

“Omr colns should be artistic and char- |
acteristie,” sald Mr. Leech. “The designs
now in wse are not artistie. 10 wenre go
ing to inerease our colpnge of silver dollars |
we shoald have n better design than the |
Philadelphin school marm.  We used ru|
hove o classical Liberty head, horrowed
from France, but she hus disappeared. 1
you want to see the ditference hetween ap
artistic coin and an inartistic one, get a
French silver frane and compare it with
the yonung woman on one of onr silver dol
lars.  As for the cagle on the other side o
onr dollur, it is not st all an herole bird, It
Jooks s much like a buzzard as anything
else,  The stugeestion has been maude thys
on onr new silver dollar we place i portrait
of Washilpgton, and one idea §s that it be
an eguestrinn pietare. This would certainly
make a beautiful design, strong ani strik-
Ing: the abjection to it being that with »
Borse the porteait eonld nat be madog as
perfect as if the whole of the coin were
cibien up with the head, But 1 do not
think this o valid ebjection, for the renson
that portraitare is no longer desirable on
colis

sRpveral povel suggestions
minde in refercnee toa new deslgn for the
silver dollars,” continned  Mre. Leech,
“Ome was thot we make ope die containing
a map of the state of Maine, another of
New Humpshire, another of Vermont, and |
sa on until we el diesof all the states and |
territories in the 1 nion, these to be used in l
equal proportions in the coinage of the fu-

have been |

'

LEECH.

k. .
preee, "Uhe iden in this is that the enins will
thitrs be e of edueational value in teach-
ing the masses somothing about the geog
eyl of thelr conutrey. Toewd soareely add
that T di not fayvor making o geograpliceal
toxt the silver dallar. Another
Shiguestion, and o more artistio one, is that
we nse portrades of all the prominent nien
of onr hisiorey, stumping a few millions in
Lonor of one man and o few millions ic
anothier till all have been thus

hook of

nonor ol
visaal

SPhere are Lving men who think them-
solvies wront enotgh to adorn the silver dol-
lar,  'This st stion was made toome by o
cortain mier b e of congress—that we pit
upon the new silver dollar portridts of ten
cof the most conspicuos ehams
plons of pemonetization of silver.  He
thougzht this would bea sracofnl and ars
tistie recognition of their seryices, aml, of
CORLYSe, liae & \i!l‘l'll’ll to be ove of the honors
abledogen, I don't think this plan will he
adopted,  The sedils of the
outline pretures of the t..l:}ITII: the Wash
ington monament and ovther pable build
ines have heen sngeestod

“Phe most novel suggestion which hos
yel renched this oflice coneeraing n desigu
for the silver dollar is an ontgrowth of the
prevuiling passion for pictures of pretry
woren.,  The man who offerad this plar
wos a photogeapher in New York, whe
waehil he had beon at work Tor some years
making a collection of photegraphs of the
beautitul women of America.  He wanted
st take his photographs, several thou-
sandd in number, hove n composite picturs
made of therm all and nse the resolt ns the
sivm fnd essence of American beauty anc
the ideal hemd of Liberty I admiire pretty
women as much as mny one, but I don't
think this plan will do.  In choosing u de
sicen for w silver dollar we can hardly afford
to go into competition with the makers of
cignrette pletures. My admiration for the
beauty of Ameriean woman is so great,
and my desire to improve onr coins 8¢
keen, that I want first of all to get rid of
the Philadelphin school murm on the ¢ ol
lar and then of the young womnn frem
Arkansas sitting on a bale of cotton on the
half dollur and quarter.  Another design
that could he dispensed with to advantagn
is the Indian on the peany.  The law says
the design on the face of the penny shall
typify liberty, but I cannot see the relation
between liberty and the head of an Indian,
for the Indian has very few liberties now-
adays, amwl the more he has the less the
people Hke (6"

“Which nation, in your opinion, has the
pl’\“lhn'atulllh'"

“1 like the German coins better than any
other, though the French and English are
both artistic. There is one good thing
about the German coins—they have raised
letters runniug about on the periphery.
This interferes with the practice, which is
more commmon iu this country than most
people suppose, of drilling luto & coin and
taking out the gold. i« ean be done
without much of detection with
our gold coins, us the base metal used for
flling the cavity will produce so nearly the
same weight that without weighing It is
imponlbk!udﬂc:lth!h'lud. Very often
the treasury depurtment flnds gold coins
which have been relieved of a part of their

substance. Such colns can not be
at any value, and the only thing to

o i o

VAPLOS sl es

M with them 18 to send them o the mints
for remelting, the owner being pald thelr
pxnct valus, With ralsed letters on the
periphery drilling is very likely to be s
soversd: but the objeetion to thie ridsm?
lerters is that they eatse the coin to ubrad's
wuch more rapidly than v would othur
wise”

“What is the cost of colning a silvr dol-
lar?"

“ A lttle less than one nnd one-half cents
When the law directed us, some years ago
to coln silver trade dollars we estimated

[ that they would cost nbout a cent aplece.

Itut the expense hus been more than that,
gnd wis very noearly up to a cent and s
hnlf, Probably we liave the finest mints
in the world. A friend of mine, who had
been superintendent of the mint at San
Franciseo, Is now in Europe. Iere is a
letter which 1 have just receives] from him,

| telling of his visit to the Royul mint of

London. 1f there is any miot in the world
In which one would expect to find the
finest machinery and most perfeet methods
it fs the Hoyal mint, and yet my friend
writes mie that be was astonished at what
he saw in that establishment, They are
there at least one hundreed years bebind us,
using clumsy old machinery long since dis-
cupded In this country, Probably the ex-
pense of coinage Is twice as great there as
Iere, The only thing inwhich they excel us
isan automatic welghing machine whick
welghs the coins and ruus them along ata
very raphl rate,  Our welghing is all done
by women, and Isuppose if we should at-
tempt to futroduce the nutomatic machines
agreat wall of lamentations would pro-
cend from our weighers,  To show yon
how wedded to their idols the British coin.
ers e | will mention the fact that our
wlloy of gold is now the model for all the

principnl nations, England alone excepted |

On the continent of Europe they took a
lot of our gold eoins and the coins of other
countries snd put them in & barrel or
some sort of shaker and shook them up
for a few hours amd then took them out
and welghed them earefully, Our coins
haud sofTered much less abrasion than any
of the others and our allgys were there
upon adopted by the continental nations."

SWhat colus are our mints now turniyg
ot

“The silver dollar still takes the lead,
thouzh we are coining fewer pleces of sil-
ver than we were o few venrs ago,  Last
yeur we tirned out nearly @5000,000 silver

dolirs. This seems e n laree namber
thonet e fs bt a little more than oae dol
jar for every two fohabdtants, and the

| I]["|!|t|- do not secar to want tie shiver dol-

lars, for they coutinue to pile upin the
treasury vailts, We eained during L
year only 12,000 or 13,000 half dollurs, It

| s sin ocded faet that the half dollar will not

o in this eountry. It is nn Il.u[-u;a.ﬂ.-.r
coin, We send out a lovof hall deliars,
and ihe tirst thing we know they are com-
ing back again. The treasury s alrewdy
loaded with them. It is eleven years sitce
wir coined any considerable number of half
dollars
ular, but & very
the demuand for them, too.  OF dimes, on
the other hand, the people  cannot  get
enough,  Last vear we colned nearly o
million dollars” worth, and the mints are
pnow chiefly ocecapied with the ltthe ten
cerit i,l URLES In 1887 wo i e #1,070.08%)
worth of diznes, sl thongit we had more
than met the demamd,  Bat the eountry
switllows dinos s floek of blackbicds o
kernels of corn.”’

“Are the other minor coins equally pop-

e nickel and the penny are in groeat
demad,  Inthe last elght vears we bave
coined no fewer than EL000,000 nickels, and

we gre still turning them out at the rate |
Last year we |

of ten millions or so a year,
eoined pearly fifty million pennies, and the
desndd continues unabated,  The west is
Leginning to take pennies aud niekels, and

I shionlil ot be surprised to see one coin- |
to a4 hundred million |

A of cents Ko 3
pleces fnoa year

SAWe nre still enining gold #*

“Yes, but nat inosuch great quantitivs a8
formerly, Guold is not very popular either
with the hatls or the people excent in the
far west,  The bulk of the gold ¢oin in the
conntrey is held on the Pacifie eonst,  Qur
cninmge of gold lase year amounted w $21,
000,000, three-fourths of it in double eagles,
and nearly all of the remainder in engles,
Phe tive dollar, threee dollar nnd dollire gold
pivees are not in much demand, and onr
eoinnge of all three lust
only $125,000,  We estimnte ‘hat there is in
the conntry about 85E2000,000 of gold coin,
andd last year we made a thorongh effort to
wseertain where that coin was, We sue-
cieded in locating o little more than one-
hilf of it, The treasury held 240,000,000,
patiognl banks 72,000,000 and other bunks
AL 000,00, This leaves about S2EL000,000
pnaceonnted  for, ana this $HIEEY Jais put
down approxiniately as the sum deposited
in the stockings of the people or in netual
use in tracde. |'I'n3l:l|l1}' one-half of thisis
west of the Rocky mountalins,™

Silow el money bas Undle S
voined since he went into the business:"

sy Billions ane hundred and seven-
teen millions of dollars. Of this neuldy
three-fonrths has been of gold, one-fourth
of silver, nnd o small st (F21L,000,000) in
gomparison with the total, minor coins,
The wreatest coinnge in any one year wis

1881, when the total reacled S125,000,000, |

T ee siallesy colnage in 40y OU¢ yeir wis
i 1815, when we run down to 20,40, Our
government bas been very consistent inits

volnage, und it is really remarkable thiat our |

minting system should hnve been left so
much undisturbed during a hundred years,
The amotnt of gold in our gold coins has
pot been ehanged sinee wefirst began coin-
The alloy has been chotigad,

age in 1704
Double

but not the amount of pure gol L
eacles were not coined till 1550, Lt they
have sinee been very popular. The gold
dollar wns not coined till 1540, and the
three dollar piece not till 1554
never been o popular coin, and only SO0 00
of them have been made altogetler. The
first year's coinage of the Republic bronght
forth wold engles and half engles, then dol-
Lars, balf dotlars and half dimes. The quar
ter dollar and the dimes were added the next
year, From 1806 to 180 no silver dollars
were colned, the half dollar being then the
favorite,
ont silver three cont picces, and more than

a million dollars of them were « oined be- |

fore public opinion, twa!_\‘ vious  later,
called a halt,  Of that otffer abomination,
the silver tweuty cent piece, 050,000 was
coined in 1876 and 1877, Then that was
stopped. In 170 the ~government began
coining cents and half cents.  Of the latter
only #0000 was coined altogether, the
Lt piece of that denomination being mude
in 1837, The two cent pigce was started in
1864, and in five or six years about SO0, 000
of them were turned out. None have been
made sinee 1572, The three cent piece was
started in 1805, and the ever popular nickel
in 1406 I have here mentioned all the
coins ever turned out of our mints, except-
ing the trnde dollar, and you can see that
onrmtn.l‘: has not been of very ext.an'sive
variety. We have variet enongh. What
we need s some new des and if con-

1 propose to

gress will give us authority

nsk the of the country to com
for to be offered for the best

for silver coins. ROBERT GRAVES.

The quarter isalittle more pop- |
limited coinnge satislivs |

veur samonnted to !

This has |

in 15531 the mints began turning

PR[S"X }I_EI_JIJSOF SIBEIEL{—T:got some clean olothing—thoy had

Two Leotters Just Recelved by Leo
Hartman from Hxlles in Siberia.

New Light on Prison Outrages—The Long
| Road Across Niberia—A Letter from
the Prison in Ouat-Kara and One
from Verhollensk.

[COPYIUGAT, 1500,

It s my pleasurs to supply the de-
mand forinformationregarding Siberian
prisons by placing before my ronders
two lotters, written by women exiled in
Siberia, which 1 recontly received,
Theso letters present a timely addition
to what became recently known con-
cerning Siberia and an interest the
greator, in that, to my belief, thoy are
the only ones of the kind that ever
reached America.

| They will argue with the readers the
subjoct of Russian Nihilism and Im-
| perial despotism ina way and with an
[ impartiality of which 1 am not capable;
[ for, while I, as an interested party,
[ might not be ahsolutely bmpartial, as 1
might view the fucts ina light to suit
the intercsts of Nihilists,
|am one: vet the letters from Siberla
" do not place their authors at such a dis-
advantage. They were written to the
Cfriends  and relatives of the exiled
womon and with a tenor that leaves no
doubt in their genuinevess and sin-
cerity.

One is written in Oust-Kara “Politieal
Prison’ and its author, a lady twenty-
two years oll, condemned to tem
years at hard labor in the goll mines of
that loeality, juticiously left her name
unsignid. 1t was well she did so, for,
had her letter boen intercepted by the
Governmient of the Czarand her ldentity
established, she would have been hung.

The other letter bears the date of
Verholiensk, a settlement on the river
Lena, in Eastern Siberia.  Its author,
also & woman, and but three years older
than her fellow sufferer, is undergoing
a sontence of twenty years at hard labor,
She signed it with a fletitious namo of
V. Alexandrova, by which she i3 known
only to Lor friends

Eastwaed from St Petersburg for near-
ly five thousand miles the great Siberia
highway runs across the boundless
prairies of BEuropean and Asiatie Rus-

sin, to the lake of DBaikal on the
Western  horder of the Transbafkal
provineoe of Siberi; and only one com-
paratively insignificant range of Ural
mountains—the dividing line betwoeen
Europe and Asia—disturbs the level of
the vast domain of the Czar. Thisis the
road by which the exiled Nihilists are
conveyed under heavy guard to their
destination In the province of Trans-
balkal.

It takes them two and often three
years to reach the city of Lalkontik,
the capital of the provinee. Likewise,
it takes two, three, and even mors
years for a lottor of o Nibilist located
in the province to reach Lurope; for
the safety of the exiles and their

Cfriends and relations demand that they
| should be forwarded not by mail, in
| which ecase they are exposed to the

serutiny of the unscrupulous PPrussian
officials, but through unoffivial chan-
nels, which, although slow, present a
greater safoty. Such was the way the
lotters came to me,  On their way they
"changed many hands before they could
be intrusted to the safe hands of the
British and United States mail, They
teaveled for over three years, as the
date upon them—August 28, 1850—
proves: and yot they possess the fresh-
ness of the latest news.  The readers
will undoubtedly remember that all the

recont cable news of which | spoke he- | venxon, ofght voars

fore, pertained to ovents in Siberia
which occurred also three years ago.

Ovst Kana, Aug 28, 1880,

My Dear Friend: Since tho order of
Louis Meliko!f began to be enforced our
situation became actually desperate, so
mueh so that Radin, our friend at Lower
Kara, took his life by poisoning; Simo-
nofskye followed him, and Mary Kov-
alsky boecame hopelessly  demented.
She is with us, however, and the cease-
less maniaeal eries and the distortions
of the face of our demontad fricnd falr-
Iy bid us atl to lose our reasom. The
secret order, moreover, affected our sit-

| BRUTALITY TO FEMALE PRISONERS.

gaation in more than one way—it left o

without the aid of our friends and relas |

lations, while the prison food is utterly

unwholesome and insuficient. Already '
acute and chronic catarrh and scurvy |

are common to all of us.

Our daily labors consist of cleaning
the prison wards, scrubbing, washing,
sewing and cooking, and once each day
we are unlocked for half an hour
go to the prison-yard, und, passing
tween two lines of soldlers, we reac
wood-yard. IHere we load ourselves

| with firewood and return to prison. The | hou

! treatment accorded to us by the prison
| officials is rough and insulting. From
' the commandant down to the warder
and his assistants—all the officials look
for an excuse to strike a blow or to
curse in a way | can notrepeat Four
years am I here confined, yet [ am una-
ble to harden my nerves and to get used
to the abuse without the deepest emo-
tion. To give you an example of the
asbuse let me narrate to you an occur-
rence of an average temper:

The day before last Mary Kovalsky
(demented) and Armfeldt were escorted
i to the bath house. On thair way they

halted in front of the store house re-

' questing the permission of their guard

of whom I |

—_—

the permission of the commuandant pro=
cured beforehand. *“Forward, march!™
commanded the guard officer in reply to,
| their request. “Hut!” exclaimed Arms
feldt, *“‘tho commandant—" At this
moment a blow from a soldier knocked'
{her down. With butt end of thelr,
| Fiflos the soldiers bogan to batter her
on the hesd, arms and back. Druised
"and bleeding, she sereamed at the top
of her volee; wo heard her; we rushed
to the windows. You may percelve the
effect of the scone we witnessed. Blood
rushed to our heads; we lost self-coms
mand; our sercams fllled the prison
wards, and brought down from his offlce
the warder.  He stopped the beating of
| Armfeldt, and then, like a maddened
beast, rushed at us. “Silence,” come
manded he in a tono that promised no
| good. Ilis eyes foll upon me. I was
erying. *“The guard,” commanded he,
and a squad of soldiers surrounded me.
They beatv rie. O, how terribly they

GREAT
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tortured met  Sophio Shihterstood nexy
to me,  Overcome with fear and emo=
tion she fell to the ground, beating her
head against the walls and  sereaming.
It seems as if all of us hecame mad.
There are punishments proseribed by
the code of the prison rules for every
trifling offense: but this is not enough
for them, and we are hourly subjected
to insults and punishments for no of-
fense atall.  ‘The soldiers are ordered
to treat us insultingly, and for every in-
gtance of their not having acted with
appropriate rutality they are severely
punished. Hereis an instance. A few
days ago when, loaded with firewood,
we were returning to the prison, the
commandant ordered tho soldiers to
“drag” us  What eaused him to act this

| lethargy which drags me to nry grave.

way we can not understund, e meant
what he ordered, while the soldiers in-
terpreted his command in o more liber-
al way. [llow could they understand
him otherwise!  We meant no resist-
ance, committed no offense, and were
actively going in the direction in which
we were to be deageed.  So the soldiers
wero content with pushing forward
onoe or the other and striking an
oceasional blow.  They paid dearly for
their insubordination: the court-martial
sentenced them to imprisonment.

Few words more concerning our mu=
tual friends. Misses Rousenkova and
Leshorn von erzfeldt are here under-
going life sentences; Misses Kovalsky
(demented) and Armfeldt got fourteen
years of hard Lihor each; Koutidons-
kaia and Savandoviteh, four years; Le-
and Shilter, six
years, of hard labor. Shihteris rapidly
sinking; would not live to see the new
year. As to myself,a skeleton envel-
oped in a skin, this is how I look to my
friends. My hope is vanishing. great
effort is necded to keep up my courage
and a desire to live. For God's sake
write me, tell me a word of sympathy,
wake me up from the state of mental

N.

VERMOLIENSK, Aug. 23, 1880,

My Dear Friond: It is now over a
vear sinee 1 wrote you my last, and al-
though material to write you was not
wanting | kept silent; what conld I tell

[ you? 'To speak of myself, of my suffer-

ine and sorrows, 18 to cause sorrow o

| you, whose happiness is dear to me.

Therofore I shall not speak of myself;
let me, instead, acquaint you with the
country, whence Isend you my love and
this message.

Kouznetzof! writes from Dologansk
(about 120 miles from the town of
Jakontsk) settlement: The Jakontes,
amongst whom he with some other of
our friends live, are a good-hearted,
hospitable people, but primitive in their
mode of living and utterly filthy in
their habits. They live in “urta® (log
houses), together with whole hords of
their cows, and nothing to divide the
men from beasts exeept o thin board
partition. T'he Jukoutes never change
their clothiag—once puton it is worn
until completely rotten; it falls off
their bodies. On special occasions and
holy days, however, they idress profuse-
ly, and then precious furs of sable and
silver fox and heavy silver ornaments
hide the dirty underclothing.

His present home is one of the Jak-
| ont urtas. There is no floor in it to

speak of; mud rtakes the place of boards
| A fire-place without a chimney emits

We | clouds of smoke, which fills the house
be- | and finds its way out as best as it can
h a through holes in the roof and walls

| The principle source of warming the
se is, however, furnished by the
| cows, of whom there thirty. They im-
|pte¢nata the atmosphere inside with
such & stonch, as makes life not worth
living, excepting to Jakontes. Food
supply is another of the dilemmas hard
to solve. Although cattle are plentiful,
meat is not procurable  upon their
scanty allowance from the Government
—nine roubles (about §3.50) per month.:
Salt is to be got only on rare occasions
| and at enormous prices. In a word, the
allowance is barely enough to buy bread!
with.

This s all I can tell you, my dear
friend: and no better picture is needed
to understand our sitaation. :

V. ALEXANDROVA.
LEo HARTMAN.




